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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 


WESTERN DIVISION 
JOHN AND JANE DOE NO. 1, : CASE NO. 3:22-cv-00337 
et al., : 
Plaintiffs, : JUDGE MICHAEL J. NEWMAN 
vs. 
BETHEL LOCAL SCHOOL 
DISTRICT BOARD OF 


EDUCATION, et al., 


Defendants. 


PLAINTIFFS’ AMENDED MOTION FOR SANCTIONS 
REGARDING DEFENDANTS’ ATTORNEYS LYNNETTE 
DINKLER AND JOHN A. PODGURSKI 


Plaintiffs John and Jane Doe No. 1; Child No. 1A, a minor, by and through her 
legal guardians John and Jane Doe No. 1; John and Jane Doe No. 2; John Doe No. 38; 
Child No. 3B, a minor, by and through her legal guardian John Doe No. 3; Child No. 
3C, a minor, by and through his legal guardian John Doe No. 3; Jane Doe No. 4; Child 
No. 4D, a minor, by and through his legal guardian Jane Doe No. 4; Jane Doe No. 5; 
Child No. 5E, a minor, by and through his legal guardian Jane Doe No. 5; Jane Doe 
No. 6; Jane Doe No. 7; Child No. 7F, a minor, by and through his legal guardian Jane 
Doe No. 7; John and Jane Doe No. 8; and John Doe No. 9 (“Plaintiffs”), pursuant to 
Fed. R. Civ. P. ("Rule") 11, hereby move this Court to impose sanctions and for 


other and further relief as the Court deems just and proper upon counsel for 
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Bethel Local School District Board of Education, Lydda Mansfield, Lori Sebastian, 
Natalie Donahue, Danny Elam, Jacob King, and Michael Crispin (the 
“Defendants”), Lynnette Dinkler (““Dinkler’) and John A. Podgurski (“Podgurski,”) 
and their respective law firms, Dinkler Law Office LLC and Law Offices of John 
A. Podgurski, for their submission of false or misleading declarations in 
connection with a pending motion in limine (Doc. 48). 


In support of this motion, Plaintiffs state: 


Pursuant to Rule 11(c)(2), Plaintiffs served the original motion upon 
Defendants via email on February 17, 2023 and this amended motion upon 
Defendants via email on February 27, 2023 at least 21 days prior to its being filed 
or a shorter period set by the Court, but, by the time of this filing, Defendants 
have not appropriately corrected their improper actions. 

On February 7, 2023, Dinkler and Podgurski caused to be filed a 
declaration of attorney Alvin E. Mathews (Doc. 48-3) in support of Defendants’ 
motion in limine, in which Defendants sought to strike a declaration filed by 
Plaintiffs. Additionally, on February 22, 2023, Dinkler and Podgurski caused to 
be filed a Reply in support of Defendants’ motion in limine (Doc. 60) and a second 
declaration of Alvin E. Mathews (Doc. 60-4). As shown in Plaintiffs’ 
memorandum in support of this motion, both of the declarations of Alvin E. 
Mathews contained false or misleading statements of material fact regarding 


matters within Dinkler and Podgurski’s personal knowledge, and Dinkler and 
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Podgurski have violated Rule 11(b). Alternatively, this Court has the inherent 
authority to sanction Dinkler and Podgurski because the false or misleading 
statements were made in bad faith. 

For the reasons discussed in Plaintiffs’ memorandum in support of this 
motion, Plaintiffs request that the Court enter an order: (1) specifically finding 
that Defendants’ Counsel filed a declaration in which they knowingly and in bad faith 
made false or misleading statements of material fact; (2) requiring Defendants’ 
Counsel to submit a copy of such finding to each of the named Defendants, and to 
distribute it to Alvin E. Mathews; (8) directing payment to the movant of part or all 
of the reasonable attorney’s fees and other expenses directly resulting from the 
violation; (4) striking Mathews’ First and Second Declaration and any portion of the 
Defendant’s MIL and Reply that references allegations of misconduct by Plaintiffs’ 
counsel from the record; and (5) imposing such other sanctions as this Court deems 


appropriate. 


Dated: February 27, 20238 


Respectfully submitted, 


s/ Joseph P. Ashbrook 
Joseph P. Ashbrook (0091279) 


Julie E. Byrne (0085174) 
Ashbrook Byrne Kresge, LLC 
PO Box 8248 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45249 

Tel: (513) 582-7424 

Fax: (513) 216-9882 
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jpashbrook@ashbrookbk.com 
jebyrne@ashbrookbk.com 


Nicholas Barry 

(pro hac vice) 

America First Legal Foundation 
611 Pennsylvania Ave, SE #231 
Washington, DC 200038 
Telephone: (615) 431-9303 
Facsimile: (513) 216-9882 
nicholas.barry@aflegal.org 


Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
I hereby certify that on the 27th day of February, 2023, I served a copy of the 
foregoing by e-mail and by regular mail to the following: 


Lynnette Dinkler 

lynnette@dinkler-law.com 

DINKLER LAW OFFICE, LLC 

174 Lookout Drive 

Dayton, OH 45419 

(937) 426-4200 

(866) 831-0904 (fax) 

Attorney for Defendants Bethel Local 

Schools District Board of Education, and 

in their official capacities Lydda Mansfield, Lori Sebastian, Natalie Donahue, 
Danny Elam, Jacob King, and Matthew Chrispin 


John A. Podgurski 
JP@johnpodgurski.com 

Law Offices of John A. Podgurski 
9155 Chillicothe Road 

Kirtland, OH 44094 

Attorney for Defendant Bethel Local 
School District Board of Education 


David Carey 
dcarey@acluohio.org 

ACLU of Ohio Foundation 
1108 City Park Ave., Suite 203 
Columbus, OH 43206 


Malita Picasso 

mpicasso@aclu.org 

Rose Saxe 

rsaxe@aclu.org 

Aditi Fruitwala 

afruitwala@aclu.org 

American Civil Liberties Union Foundation 
125 Broad Street, 18th Floor 

New York, NY 10004 

Attorneys for Intervenor Defendant Anne Roe 


Michael Meuti 
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mmeuti@beneschlaw.com 

David M. Hopkins (0095285) 
dhopkins@beneschlaw.com 

Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & Aronoff LLP 
200 Public Square, Suite 2300 

Cleveland, OH 44114-2378 

Attorneys for Intervenor Defendant Anne Roe 


Freda Levenson 

flevenson@aclueohio.org 

ACLU of Ohio Foundation 

4506 Chester Ave. 

Cleveland, OH 44103 

Attorneys for Intervenor Defendant Anne Roe 


s/ Julie E. Byrne 
Julie E. Byrne 


